PREFACE
past and the earliest written records. The two
approaches are complementary and they must be used
concurrently.
The principles and the substance of Dr. Fei's book
reveal to us how sound are the methodological founda-
tions of the modem Chinese School of Sociology.
Take the main subject-matter of the book. It is a
field-study of country life on one of those riverine
plains which for thousands of years have nourished the
Chinese people both materially and spiritually, It is
axiomatic that the foundation of an essentially agrarian
culture will be found in village life, in rural economy,
and in the needs and interests of a peasant population.
By becoming acquainted with the life of a small village,
we study, under a microscope as it were, the epitome of
China at large.
Tw7o main motives dominate the story of this book :
the exploitation of the soil, and the reproductive
processes within the household and the family. In
this book, Dr. Fei limits himself to the fundamental
aspects of peasant life in China. He proposes, I
know, in his subsequent studies, to give a fuller account
of ancestor-worship ; of the more complicated systems
of belief and knowledge which flourish in village
and township alike. He also hopes sooner or later to
make a wider synthesis of his own works and that of his
colleagues, giving us a comprehensive picture of the
cultural, religious, and political systems of China.
For such a synthesis, monographic accounts such as the
present one are the first step. Dr. Fei's book and the
contributions of his fellow-workers will become
valuable pieces for the mosaic which it will be possible
to construct from them.1
1 The work already completed, mostly in Chinese, Includes nich subjects as: The
Marketing System in Shangtung, by C. K. Yang; Litigation in a Village Community of Hopei,
by Y. S. Hsu; Peasant Custom in Hopei, by S. Huang; A Clan-Village in Fukien. by Y. H.
Lin; Chinese Rural Education (in Shangtung) in Change, by T. C. Liao; The Social Organ'
ization of&ua Lan Yao {in Kixangsi), by Dr. and Mrs. Fei. Further studies are now being
made of Land Tenure in Shansi, by Y. I. Li; and problems of emigrant relations between
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